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December 13,1901 



Report of immigrants inspected at ihe port of Guanfanamo, Cuba, durmg the 

month of October, 1601. 

Total number of immigrants inspected, 4 ; number passed, 4. 

Luis Espin, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

ENGLAND. 

Report from Liverpool — The recent cases of plague. 

Liverpool, England, November 26, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to confirm my cablegram of November 25 as 
follows : 

" Wyman, Washington: Liverpool declared free plague November 
18. Prospects very good. Eecommend await further developments. — 
Anderson." 

I called on the medical officer of health for Liverpool and was given 
by him all the facts in regard to the recent outbreak of plague, which 
have been fully reported to the Bureau by Passed Assistant Surgeon 
Thomas in his letters of November 7, 9. 13, and 19. The last cases were 
discharged from the hospital on November 8, and sent to the convales- 
cent hospital for further observation. The last case reported was on 
October 26 ; since when, although a strict house-to-house inspection 
embracing the entire neighborhood and repeated at regular intervals 
has been made, no further cases have been found, and only 1 suspicious 
case, which was soon decided not to be plague. The persons exposed 
were placed under observation ; some few of them were sent to the obser- 
vation hospital. The premises were thoroughly disinfected ; the greater 
part of the clothing and textile household goods burnt ; the ashpits 
cleaned out and flushed ; and" sewers flooded with bichloride solution ; 
the yards soaked with the same solution. 

The infected houses were not provided with floors of wood but were 
tiled, and though search was made no rat runs were found, a most 
encouraging feature, but one more is that no infected rats have been 
found in the city. An unusual feature of the outbreak is the social 
respectability of the families attacked, some of them being employed by 
well-known millinery firms, and in the case of children the parents 
were in reasonably comfortable circumstances. All of the cases were 
entirely, disassociated from the squalor and filth with which plague is 
usually seen. 

The infected area is about 3 miles from the shipping and situated on 
comparatively high ground. 

Up to the 18th, on which date the city was declared free from the 
plague, in addition to the usual board of trade medical examination of 
outgoing ships, the city authorities supplemented this with 2 doctors 
for each passenger steamer ; these last examined the glandular regions 
of crew and steerage and held all cases of sickness for further observa- 
tion. A certificate in regard to this examination was furnished each 
vessel examined. In the case of freight steamers, all that desired this 
special inspection were given it, and many, I understand, availed them- 
selves of it. It certainly appears that every effort was made by all 
concerned to protect the shipping. 



December 18, 1801 2934 

In regard to the probabilities of its continuance and spread and the 
danger of its transmission to the United States, I can only say that in 
my opinion, the chances are small for its recurrence, especially as no 
infected rats have been found, though numbers are being caught and 
examined each week ; this examination is done at the Thompson-Yates 
Laboratory. The danger of its transmission to the United States if it 
recurs, and is confined to the same neighborhood in which it has appeared, 
is small, as it is so far removed from all connection with the shipping ; 
the danger at present is infinitesimal. 

In view of the above statements it would be a most unfair discrimi- 
nation to put on an inspection, as well as being useless, and I respect- 
fully recommend that we await further developments, and if no other 
cases occur and no infected rats are found by January 18, when sixty 
days will have elapsed since the port was declared free, that the officer 
be recalled. 

I have made arrangements to do some work in the Thompson-Yates 
laboratory, and as the rats are examined there I shall know at once if 
anything turns up. 

An antispitting crusade has begun ; all street cars are now disin- 
fected each night ; all railway coaches used by emigrants via Liver- 
pool are disinfected after usage ; the emigrant boarding-house keepers 
have been admonished to be more careful in regard to sanitary affairs 
in their houses. I have no hesitation in saying that the sanitary con- 
dition of Liverpool at the present time is better than it ever was before, 
and for this reason alone the present outbreak, if it does not recur, has 
done a great deal of good. 
The health of the city is as usual. 

Eespectfully, John P. Anderson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera reports. 

Berlin, Germany, November 25, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health office at Berlin : 

Plague. 

Russia. — In Odessa, according to a communication dated November 
10, 2 plague cases with fatal results have occurred among the resident 
population. 

Turkey. — On November 4 a new case of plague occurred in Con- 
stantinople. The patient, an 18-year-old Albanese, had been working 
in Sarijeri (near Bujukdere) and was ill for six days without the doctor 
in charge of the case being able to recognize the nature of the disease. 
On November 4 he was taken to the Greek hospital in Jedikule, where 
the disease was immediately designated as plague. The diagnosis was 
confirmed by the inspectors of quarantine. 

On November 5 a fatal case of plague was registered in the village of 
Jakadjik. 



